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SPIRITUAL VALUES IN 
FAMILY LIFE 

We live in a high risk age, one 
where stability, cohesiveness, and 
continuity are sought for amidst the 
shifting sands of 
moral and cul-
tural values.  The 
pace of life has 
singularly im-
pacted the fam-
ily, long, and 
still, considered the basic unit of our 
society.  If individuals are looking 
to spirituality for a personal sense of 
direction, so, too, must spirituality 
be looked to as a primary resource 
for families.   
 

“The Church of the Home” 
Do you remember as a child weav-
ing your fingers together inwardly 
toward the palms of your hands and 
reciting the verse, “Here’s the 
Church, here’s the steeple, open the 
door and see all the people?” 
 
Family life is sacred because family 
relationships confirm and deepen 
the union with Christ we acquired at 
our Baptism.  The ordinary mo-
ments of daily living--preparing 
meals, caring for a sick member, 
cleaning the house, relaxing or va-
cationing together, holding family 
meetings--are some of the ordinary 
ways a family can weave together a 
pattern of holiness.   
 
Challenges of Family Life 
Families today often feel besieged 
by overwhelming demands, and be-
cause of it, are greatly in need of 
support.  In addition, challenges to 
families, pressure from jobs, civil 
groups, relatives, friends, health 

con-
cerns, 
and 

the ever present financial con-
cerns can be real impediments 
to fulfilling the primary role of 
family. 
 
We Are One Family 
Parents are in a unique position, 

one in which we can assist families 
to be the Body of Christ in the 
home—settings where uncondi-
tional love, affirmation, responsibil-
ity, and forgiveness are known; 
places where rituals, symbols, and 
stories of faith are shared. 
 
Families should know that they are 
not holy because they are “perfect,” 
but because God’s grace is at work 
in them, helping them to set out 
every day on the way of love.  Are 
we not all on the journey?  Families 
share One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptism; we are all one family of 
Christ. 
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The ordinary mo-
ments of daily living  



The Solis family was so excited to be 
pictured with Archbishop Gustavo Gar-
cia-Siller and we are grateful that they 
have given us this picture capturing their 
joy.   
 

Be sure to take a family picture with the 
Archbishop when he visits your parish 
and share the picture with your Bosco 
family.  Be sure to tell the Archbishop 
that you are from St. John Bsoco School! 
 

 Join us February 3, 2012 for our regular 
Morning Assembly at 8:30 P.M. On this 
day it will be far from ordinary.  The 
Archbishop will be with us to give the 

Good Morning and his special blessing.  
It won’t take long, so take a little time 
from work to join us and benefit from 
this grace.   
 

On this day, the children will go 
directly to their classroom and 
meet on the walk-way in front of 
the gym with streamers to greet the 
Archbishop then escort him into 
the gym for a special Good Morn-
ing.  Our Minis, Cheer, Pep and 
Dance squads will perform their 
now famous “Behold”, the Mag-
nificat according to Kaufman as an 
expression of  our love and fidelity 
to our Archbishop.  Then he will 
be presented with a Don Bosco 
keepsake and a gift of one of his 
favorite things . . . Chocolates!  
 

Our diocese is blessed with a won-
derful Shepherd, leader, father and 
friend.  St. John Bosco is blessed 
to host him on February 3, 2012. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Laura 

was the daugh-
ter of Jose Do-
mingo Vicuna 
and Mercedes 
Pino.  Her fa-
ther was a sol-
dier, and Laura was born three months 
after the outbreak of civil war in Chile.  

With her husband at arms, and herself 
and her infant in peril, Laura’s mother 
moved across the Andes to raise Laura in 
Las Lajas, Argentina.  Laura’s father was 
killed, leaving Mercedes desperately 
struggling to provide for two young 
daughters.  Out of desperation, Mercedes 
became the mistress and common-law 
wife of a man named Manuel Mora. 
 

Mora paid for Laura to attend a boarding 
school run by the Salesian Sisters, where 
Laura was extremely happy and helpful.  
She made her First Communion on June 
2, June 1901, a decisive moment in her 

life.  “Oh my God, I want to love you and 
serve you all my life,” she wrote in her 
notebook.  “I give you my soul, my heart, 
my whole self.”  She tried then, at age 
ten, to join the Salesians, but her bishop 
recommended she wait. 
 
Christmas of 1901 would be a Christmas 
of horror and heroism. When she went 
home for the holidays, she had to fend off 
the repeated amorous advances of Mora, 
finally being forced to flee the house to 
avoid him.  She prayed to be spared the 
life her mother was leading, offered her 
own life if they could escape from it, and 
asked her confessor again for permission 
to join the Salesians.  Finally she re-
ceived permission and joined the Sodality 
of the Children of Mary on December 8, 
1901. 
 

In late 1903, 
Laura became 
severely ill, and 
returned to her 
mother.  On 
January 14th, in a 
drunken rage, 
Mora began his 
abuses once again.  Laura tried to run 
from the house, but Mora caught her and 
beat her unconscious.  Though she recov-
ered consciousness, Laura never recov-
ered her health, dying eight days later 
from a combination of illness and abuse.  
When Mercedes learned of her daugh-
ter’s offer to die for the sake of her 
mother, Mercedes left Mora 

and 

re- turned 
to the 

church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 










